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Idea Fisher List--Retirement 
 
    retire from the game 
  young adults/middle age 
[Verbs] 
accumulate 
achieve 
adapt 
advance 
age gracefully 
appear older 
appear younger 
apply for a job 
argue over money 
ask for a raise 
become aware of your own 
mortality 
become the man of the family 
bury yourself in your work 
buy 
change (make or become 
different) 
change jobs 
claim to be younger 
climb the corporate ladder 
climb the social ladder 
come of age 
come out on top 
compete 
consume 
cover your ass 
develop a talent 
die in the prime of life 
disappoint your parents 
do a good job 
dream (in sleeping) 
dress for success 
drink 
earn a living 

eat 
eke out a living 
enlist 
enter a profession 
exercise 
face your own mortality 
fall down on the job 
feel like a kid again 
feel like a new person 
feel trapped 
find your niche 
follow in a parent's footsteps 
forget 
get rid of the gray 
give notice 
go on a diet 
gossip (verb) 
go to a movie 
go to pot 
go to the dogs 
graduate (receive 
degree/diploma) 
gripe 
grow old 
have a baby 
hold down two jobs 
hold hands 
improve with age 
influence (sway/affect) 
job hop: govt-industry-govt... 
juggle family and career 
keep your teeth 
keep your waistline 
laugh 
lead a full life 
learn 
learn from a mistake 
learn the ropes 
leave home 
leave the nest 

lie about your age 
live and learn 
live together 
loaf (lounge about) 
lose your job 
lose your virginity 
love (verb) 
make a mistake 
manage 
marry late in life 
marry the boss's son or 
daughter 
marry your boss 
marry your secretary 
mature (verb) 
nag (complain/find fault) 
outgrow 
overeat 
pay your dues 
plan (devise/prearrange) 
progress (proceed/advance) 
prosper 
protect one's job 
punch the clock 
pursue a career 
qualify 
raise a child 
realize you're gay or lesbian 
regret 
rejuvenate 
remember 
renew your marriage vows 
resign 
retain custody 
retire from the game 
return to school (resume 
education) 
risk everything 
run a business 
save 
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screw up 
shoot off your mouth 
shoplift 
sleep 
sleep with a coworker 
sleep with your boss 
socialize 
solve a problem 
specialize 
spread yourself too thin 
stand out from the crowd 
start a family 
supervise 
take a nap 
take pride in your work 
take stock of your life 
think 
thrive 
tint your hair 
travel 
watch a parent grow old 
watch TV 
work (verb) 
work at home 
work your way through school 
work your way up 
yearn for the past 
 
  young adults/middle age 
[Descriptors] 
adults only 
always on the go 
ambitious 
bald 
beautiful 
better/worse off than your 
parents 
bored and wanting a change 
broke (penniless) 

can't hold a job 
capable 
casual 
chic 
classy 
competitive 
conservative (traditional) 
dependent (reliant on 
another) 
dissatisfied 
do-it-yourself 
driven 
employed 
energetic 
experienced 
expert (descriptor) 
fashionable 
female 
feminine 
forever young 
frustrated about career 
good-looking 
hale and hearty 
happy 
hardworking 
healthy 
immature 
impatient 
incompetent 
independent 
inexperienced 
in love 
in over your head 
intelligent 
in the prime 
Ivy League 
lazy 
lonely 
low-income 

macho 
male 
married to your job 
masculine 
mature (descriptor) 
modern 
motivated 
naive 
never married 
old at 30 
old-fashioned 
on the fast track 
open to new ideas 
optimistic 
out of work 
overconfident 
overqualified 
over-the-hill 
overweight 
overworked 
past your prime 
physically fit 
poor (vs. wealthy) 
poorly educated 
prematurely gray 
prematurely old 
productive 
professional (descriptor) 
prudish 
rich (wealthy) 
romantic 
secure (confident) 
self-employed 
self-taught 
square (not hip) 
stuck in a rut 
stuffy (stodgy) 
successful 
tired 
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too old 
too young 
trendy 
ultraconservative 
uneducated 
unemployable 
unemployed 
unhealthy 
unmotivated 
unprofessional 
unreliable 
unsophisticated 
untrained 
upscale 
veteran (experienced) 
weary 
well-educated 
well-preserved 
well-read 
wet behind the ears 
wise 
X-rated 
young 
youthful 
  young adults/middle age 
[Activities/Events/Processes] 
aching feet 
adult education 
adultery 
adventure 
age discrimination 
age-related hearing loss 
aging 
alcoholism 
anniversary celebration 
anorexia nervosa 
arthritis 
assertiveness training 
baby boom 

bankruptcy 
behavior 
birth control 
blind date (event) 
career 
career advancement 
career change 
career move 
casual sex 
celebration 
change of life (menopause) 
class reunion 
cocktail party 
comeback 
coming of age 
commercial (advertisement) 
competition between spouses 
competition for jobs 
consciousness-raising 
continuing education 
cooking 
cosmetic surgery 
crime 
cruising for sex 
dancing 
dating 
dating service 
day care 
dead-end job 
depression (emotional) 
dieting 
divorce 
driving 
early retirement 
easy-listening music video 
economic boom 
economic collapse 
education 

estrogen replacement therapy 
(ERT) 
exercise class 
face-lift 
family reunion 
father-son talk 
first real job 
first time called ma'am or sir 
fling (brief, casual affair) 
fresh start 
funeral 
Gallup Poll 
garage sale 
getting old 
girl talk 
habit 
hair loss 
hair transplant 
health and fitness craze 
healthy relationship 
heart attack 
hobby 
hot flash 
housecleaning 
human potential movement 
identity crisis 
illness 
image advertising 
investment performance 
job 
job hunting 
last fling before getting 
married 
leave of absence 
life-altering experience 
life cycle 
lifelong learning 
loss of a loved one 
loss of physical beauty 
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loss of youth 
male menopause 
marketing 
market research 
marriage 
masturbation 
mate swapping 
menopause 
mid-life crisis 
military service 
miscarriage 
mother-daughter talk 
new job 
occupational disease 
office Christmas party 
office party 
office politics 
old movie 
on-the-job training (OJT) 
parental care (care of aged 
parent) 
party 
performance evaluation 
physical fitness program 
political poll 
problem solving 
prostate trouble 
rat race 
recession 
recreation 
refresher course 
reminiscence 
retirement 
retraining for a new vocation 
rite of passage 
romance 
rush-hour traffic 
rut (monotonous routine) 
schooling 

second career 
self-actualization 
self-improvement 
sex life 
sexual activity 
sexual harassment 
sexual revolution 
shopping 
skin tuck or tightening 
soap opera 
sports 
stroke (apoplexy) 
suicide 
talk show 
tennis 
Trivial Pursuit (board game) 
tummy tuck 
turning point 
TV game show 
TV program 
TV telephone shopping 
ulcer (peptic ulcer/gastric 
ulcer) 
untimely death 
vision change in mid-life 
volunteer work 
wedding 
white-collar crime 
  
sports/athletics/coaching/spor
ts teams [Miscellaneous] 
  
sports/athletics/coaching/spor
ts teams [Verbs] 
  stop/end/cease [Descriptors] 
abrupt 
at regular intervals 
at the end of your rope 
at your wit's end 

automatic 
called on account of rain 
canceled 
cyclical 
dead-end 
disruptive 
ended 
frequent 
from beginning to end 
from dawn to dusk 
from start to finish 
from the cradle to the grave 
in remission 
laid off (temporarily out of 
work) 
laid to rest 
left up in the air 
nonstop 
not a quitter 
off and on 
often 
on-again, off-again 
on standby 
on the wagon 
out (depleted) 
out of gas 
out of print 
red 
repeatedly 
socked in 
stop-and-go 
stuck 
stuck in a rut 
stuck in traffic 
terminal (concluding) 
unfinished 
  stop/end/cease [Descriptors] 
  stop/end/cease [Verbs] 
abate 
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back up (move backward) 
change (make or become 
different) 
change for the sake of change 
change the calendar 
change the subject 
clock (measure speed/record 
time) 
come full circle 
cross the finish line 
decelerate 
demobilize 
disrupt 
dream of quitting your job 
feel relieved that something is 
over 
feud 
fight to the finish 
finish what you've started 
forfeit 
give notice 
go through a stop sign 
ground (restrict) 
hail a cab 
have Fallopian tubes tied 
hesitate 
hinder 
hold your breath 
lapse 
malfunction 
mark time 
procrastinate 
pull out all the stops 
put an animal out of its misery 
reach an impasse 
reach the end of the line 
reach the point of no return 
refuse (deny/decline) 
renounce 

ring out the old, ring in the 
new 
run out of gas 
say goodnight 
see your life flash before your 
eyes 
set a backfire 
shackle 
shift down 
skip a beat 
stand idle 
start over 
start something without 
finishing it 
stumble 
succeed (attain desired end) 
take the words out of one's 
mouth (interrupt) 
tie up 
withdraw (retreat from reality) 
work (verb) 
  stop/end/cease 
[Abstractions/Intangibles] 
AA's 12 steps 
addiction 
beginning, middle, and end 
break time 
bureaucratic delay 
burnout 
cease and desist order 
chronology 
closed-loop control system 
closing (concluding section) 
closing time 
coda 
conclusion 
cooling-off period 
court order 
crime-stoppers program 

cutoff point 
deadline 
destination 
deterrent 
discontinuity 
downbeat (in music) 
end (vs. beginning) 
end of a day's work 
end of an era 
expiration date 
fad 
fashion (vogue) 
feedback loop 
final season 
gag order 
halftime (intermission) 
happy ending 
holiday schedule 
hunt's-up (hunting horn call) 
hush money 
hydraulics 
inhibition 
injunction 
journey's end 
last day of school 
love grown cold 
mental block 
momentum 
obstacle (intangible) 
order of finish in a race 
procedure 
progressive weakness 
quietus 
quitting time 
red tape 
rest period 
restraining order 
restraint 
rest stop 
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schedule 
sequence 
sound of repeating empty 
groove at end of record 
sound of screeching brakes 
sputtering sounds 
stages of dying 
story that ends with a twist 
streak of luck 
stream of consciousness 
taps (bugle call/drum signal) 
test ban 
work break 
XYZ 
zero hour 
  stop/end/cease 
[Varieties/Examples 
(stop/end/cease)] 
abort 
adjourn 
annul (invalidate/cancel) 
apply pressure to stop 
bleeding 
avert 
back down 
block (impede/hinder) 
blow out the candles 
blow the whistle 
brake (slow down or stop) 
break a habit 
break a lease 
break for a commercial 
break off 
break off relations 
break the cycle 
break the pattern 
call off a search 
cancel a contract 
cancel a purchase 

capitulate 
cash in one's chips 
cease 
cease firing 
censor (verb) 
check (stop) 
checkmate 
clog up 
close a deal 
close an account 
close down 
close for the winter 
come to a dead stop 
come to an understanding 
come to a screeching halt 
conclude 
curb (restrain/control) 
curtail 
cut off 
cut off at a bar (eighty-six) 
cut short 
deactivate 
decide to end it all 
die (expire) 
die on the vine 
disband 
discontinue 
disembark 
dismiss a case 
dispose of 
dissolve (undo/bring to an 
end) 
drop (discontinue) 
drop a class 
drop anchor 
drop a policy holder 
drop out 
eliminate 
end (stop) 

end a drought 
end a relationship 
end sentences with 
questioning tone 
end sentences with RIGHT? or 
OK? 
end sentences with YOU 
KNOW 
evict 
exhaust (deplete) 
exit (go out/leave) 
expel 
extinguish 
fade away 
fade in and out 
finish (complete) 
fizzle out 
fold (withdraw from card 
game) 
freeze in one's tracks 
gather your marbles and go 
home 
give in 
give up 
go off to die 
go out of business 
go out with style 
graduate (receive 
degree/diploma) 
grind to a halt 
halt 
halt service for lack of 
payment 
hang up the telephone 
have the last word 
hit a plateau 
hit a snag 
hit the wall (marathoner 
Waterloo) 
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hold back the clock 
immobilize 
inactivate 
jilt 
kick a habit 
kill 
kill a bill 
leave without a backward 
glance 
log off 
nickel-and-dime to death 
nip in the bud 
pause 
phase out 
plug up 
prohibit 
pump the brakes 
push a button 
put a press to bed 
put off (delay) 
put out to pasture 
quell 
quench 
quit 
quit cold-turkey 
quit smoking 
quit while you're ahead 
quit your job 
recall (remove from office) 
refrain from 
renege 
repeal 
resign 
resign in protest 
restrain 
retire from the game 
retreat (withdraw/retire) 
revoke 
ride off into the sunset 

roll up the sidewalks at night 
run away from a problem 
run into a brick wall 
scrub a mission (stop a launch) 
shut off 
sign off 
slam on the brakes 
step down (retire/resign) 
step on the brake 
stop at nothing 
stop breathing 
stop dead in your tracks 
stop loving a person 
stop on a dime 
stop payment on a check 
stop smoking 
stop suddenly 
stop the clock 
stop the fight (in boxing) 
stop traffic 
stop up 
stymie (block/impede) 
suppress 
surrender 
suspend service or operations 
table a bill 
table a motion 
take a break 
terminate 
throw in the towel 
thwart 
top off 
turn off (shut off/stop the 
flow) 
turn over the reins 
unplug 
use up 
veto 
walk away from a fight 

walk away from trouble 
wean 
work yourself out of a job 
  stop/end/cease 
[People/Animals] 
brakeman 
bus driver 
corporate dropout 
deserter 
disruptive student 
dropout 
extinct species (animal 
kingdom) 
film editor 
procrastinator 
quitter 
school crossing guard 
sentence finisher 
sentry 
shortstop 
timekeeper 
whistle-blower 
    retired person 
  self-concept/self-esteem 
[Verbs] 
accept responsibility 
act like a gentleman 
act like a lady 
age gracefully 
aim to please 
apply for a job 
ask for a date 
ask for a raise 
ask for help 
aspire to greatness 
beg 
belittle 
bend to another person's will 
blame yourself 
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brag 
break a date 
break a person's spirit 
bring disgrace upon your 
family 
come out of the closet 
compete against yourself 
compete for attention 
criticize (find fault) 
cut down to size 
cut the apron strings 
dare to be different 
daydream 
disappoint your parents 
discriminate against 
dislike 
do a good job 
dominate 
do your best 
dress for success 
dress like the boss 
eat crow 
end a relationship 
express love 
fail 
fall off the wagon 
feel like a new person 
feel rejected 
feel sorry for yourself 
feel stupid, inadequate, 
ineffectual 
feel threatened 
feel unattractive 
find your niche 
finish what you've started 
flunk out 
get a job 
get good grades 
get your act together 

give of yourself 
give up 
go back to school 
go back to work 
go off your diet 
go on a diet 
go to pot 
harass 
hate to have your picture 
taken 
hide your feelings 
hit bottom 
humiliate 
hurt a person's feelings 
improve your appearance for a 
class reunion 
inflict psychological damage 
join a group 
keep up appearances 
keep your own name 
like your name 
live in a fantasy world 
live in a series of foster homes 
live in the past 
live like a pig 
look into the mirror 
lose hope 
lose respect 
lose your home 
lose your job 
lose your mind 
lose your reputation 
love (verb) 
love your job 
make a bad impression 
make a comeback 
make a good impression 
make fun of 
marry for money 

mock 
mortify (humiliate/shame) 
neglect your appearance 
ostracize 
overrate yourself 
pat yourself on the back 
play second fiddle 
pretend no problem exists 
pretend to be something 
you're not 
push your own interests 
push yourself to the limit 
put on a good front 
quit your job 
raise or lower your sights 
realize you're gay or lesbian 
regain health, strength 
rehabilitate 
reinvent yourself (create a 
new you) 
repress a traumatic memory 
resign in disgrace 
reward yourself 
ridicule 
rise to the occasion 
run away from a problem 
save face 
save yourself for marriage 
say yes when you want to say 
no 
search for one's birth parents 
search for your roots 
seek attention 
stand out from the crowd 
stand up for yourself 
stand up to a bully 
start a family 
start a new life 
start out at the bottom 
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step down (retire/resign) 
succeed (attain desired end) 
take a back seat 
take abuse in order to 
preserve a relationship 
take advantage of 
take a lower-paying job 
take pride in your work 
take stock of your life 
take yourself too seriously 
talk about yourself 
think of ending it all 
throw yourself off a cliff 
treat as a nonperson 
try to buy love or friendship 
try to please your parents 
undermine 
underrate yourself 
victimize 
walk behind 
win respect 
work your way through school 
work your way up 
write your own obituary 
  self-concept/self-esteem 
[Descriptors] 
aggressive 
aloof 
ambitious 
arrogant 
artistic 
ashamed 
assertive 
attractive 
born-again 
bossy 
broke (penniless) 
can't hold a job 
can't make up your mind 

can't take a joke 
capable 
charismatic 
charming 
cheerful 
clean-cut 
conservative (traditional) 
courageous 
creative 
culturally disadvantaged 
defensive 
dependent (reliant on 
another) 
dependent on praise 
depressed (sad) 
devout 
difficult to get along with 
discouraged 
dismissed from a job 
dissatisfied 
effeminate 
embittered 
emotionally detached 
engaged to be married 
feminine 
friendly 
frustrated about career 
fun-loving 
gallant 
generous 
good-looking 
good-natured 
gorgeous 
guilt-ridden 
handicapped 
handsome 
happy 
healthy 
helpless 

henpecked 
holier-than-thou 
homely 
honest 
hopeful 
hopeless 
idealistic 
immobilized by fear 
impotent 
incompetent 
in control 
independent 
inferior 
infertile 
in love 
in love with sound of own 
voice 
insecure 
intelligent 
intimidated 
jealous 
lonely 
lonesome 
lovable 
married 
married to your job 
masculine 
meek 
negative 
never married 
never wrong 
on the rebound 
on the wagon 
optimistic 
outgoing 
out of work 
overconfident 
oversexed 
over-the-hill 
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overweight 
overworked and underpaid 
passed over for promotion 
passionate 
patriotic 
peace-loving 
pessimistic 
physically challenged 
physically fit 
plain 
poised (self-assured) 
popular 
positive 
pretty 
productive 
proud 
religious 
reserved 
respected 
secure (confident) 
self-assured 
self-centered 
self-conscious 
self-destructive 
self-directed 
self-important 
self-indulgent 
selfish 
selfless 
self-motivated 
self-reliant 
sensual 
sexy 
shy (bashful/timid) 
sick and tired of being sick and 
tired 
single (not married) 
slim 
small but fast 

small for your age 
smug 
stuck-up 
successful 
talented 
tall, dark, and handsome 
tied to mother's apron strings 
timid 
too old 
unable to earn a living 
unable to say no 
unappreciated 
unattractive 
underemployed 
undesirable 
unemployable 
unemployed 
unfaithful 
unhappy 
unhealthy 
unlovable 
unloved 
unpopular 
unsuccessful 
unwanted 
used and abused 
vulnerable 
well-dressed 
well-educated 
well-groomed 
well-liked 
well-off 
wimpy (weak/ineffectual) 
withdrawn 
  self-concept/self-esteem 
[Abstractions/Intangibles] 
  self-concept/self-esteem 
[Miscellaneous] 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Always the bridesmaid... 
Black is beautiful. 
Clothes make the man. 
Don't pity me! 
If only... 
If you loved me, you'd change. 
I like you just the way you are. 
I love you. 
I'm a lover, not a fighter. 
I'm in charge here. 
I'm no quitter. 
I'm not a child anymore! 
I'm OK, You're OK (t) 
I'm sorry. 
I wish I'd never been born. 
Let me grow lovely, growing 
old... 
Like father, like son. 
Like mother, like daughter. 
Little Engine That Could, The 
(t) 
march to beat of different 
drummer 
Me first. 
My Way (t) 
Nat'l Assn to Advance Fat 
Acceptance 
Secret Life of Walter Mitty (t) 
Weight Watchers 
What do you do for a living? 
What do you want on your 
tombstone? 
What do you want to be when 
you grow up? 
What, me worry? 
What's your secret? 
What's your sign? 
Why don't you get a real job? 
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You can never be too rich..too 
thin 
You haven't changed a bit! 
You never do anything right! 
You're fired! 
  curiosity/interest/boredom 
[Verbs] 
answer (respond/reply) 
anticipate 
arouse 
ask 
attract (vs. repel) 
baby-sit 
bend an ear to 
break open 
butt in 
captivate 
catch one's fancy 
catch up on the news 
change (make or become 
different) 
change for the sake of change 
change the channel 
compare 
cop out (quit/evade) 
daydream 
delve into 
demystify 
discover 
disperse a crowd 
dream (in sleeping) 
entertain 
enthrall 
escape into sleep 
examine 
excite 
explore 
fall in love 
fantasize 

fan the flames 
fidget 
follow the bouncing ball 
gawk 
gaze 
gaze at the moon 
get a person's attention 
get high 
give a person the once-over 
glance at 
gossip (verb) 
hold an envelope up to the 
light 
hypnotize 
inquire 
investigate 
join a cult 
join a group 
keep in captivity 
keep your ears open 
keep your ear to the ground 
kill time 
leaf thru pages from back to 
front 
learn 
let your imagination run away 
with... 
listen 
look out the window 
look up a word 
lose interest 
lose track of time 
make a long story short 
meddle 
meet at the water cooler 
mesmerize 
observe 
overeat 
pass the time 

pay attention 
peek 
pique one's curiosity 
play solitaire 
press your nose against the 
window 
preview 
prick up the ears 
pry (snoop/be nosy) 
question (ask a 
question/doubt) 
question authority 
ramble 
read 
read the cereal box 
read the ending first 
rearrange the furniture 
redecorate 
rerun a TV program 
reveal 
run laps 
scrutinize 
show pictures of a trip 
sigh 
sit through a dull performance 
sit up and take notice 
sleep 
smell (verb) 
snoop 
specialize 
spy on 
stand around 
stand idly by 
stare at 
stare at the ceiling 
stare off into space 
start something without 
finishing it 
steal a glance 



Retirement Concept List 
 

 © Tim Haag 
 12 

steam open an envelope 
stick your nose in 
stick your toe into the water 
stifle 
stifle a yawn 
stimulate 
surprise 
swim laps 
taste (test flavor/savor) 
teach 
tease (tantalize) 
think 
tingle 
tire of 
tire of each other 
titillate 
touch (verb) 
tour the country 
travel 
turn off (repel/bore) 
turn on (attract/interest) 
visit Santa Claus 
wait 
wait it out 
wander the streets 
watch (observe) 
watch a parade 
watch paint dry 
watch the clock 
window-shop 
work (verb) 
yawn 
  curiosity/interest/boredom 
[Descriptors] 
  curiosity/interest/boredom 
[Abstractions/Intangibles] 
  curiosity/interest/boredom 
[People/Animals] 
actor 

actress 
artist 
assembly worker 
astronaut 
audience 
audiophile 
avid reader 
baby 
blind date (person) 
bookworm (avid reader) 
bore (dull person) 
bureaucrat 
busybody 
bystander 
caged animal 
car buff 
cat 
celebrity 
child 
child prodigy 
collector (hobbyist) 
couch potato 
creative thinker 
crowd of curious onlookers 
daredevil (stunt performer) 
detective 
Dionne quintuplets 
discoverer 
drip (dull person) 
drudge 
explorer 
extraterrestrial 
eyewitness 
factory worker 
fan (enthusiast) 
fictional character 
fortune-teller 
freak 
genius 

gigolo 
globe-trotter 
gossip (rumormonger) 
gossip columnist 
Gypsy 
handicapped person 
history buff 
hobbyist 
hospital patient 
hotel clerk 
housewife 
innocent bystander 
inpatient (hospital patient) 
intellectual (person) 
inventor 
investigative reporter 
investigator 
jet set 
job-hopper 
kibitzer 
kitten 
lion 
meddler 
mother-in-law 
movie fan 
neighbor 
nerd 
new kid on the block 
news buff 
onlooker 
Pandora 
party pooper 
passer-by 
pathfinder 
people 
Playboy centerfold (Playmate 
of the month) 
poor listener 
postal worker 
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press corps 
prison inmate 
problem child 
reporter 
reporters at a news 
conference 
researcher 
retired person 
roving reporter 
scientist 
sex symbol 
shock jock 
sidewalk superintendent 
skydiver 
slave of habit 
Snoopy (Peanuts character) 
software junkie 
speaker (person) 
special-interest group 
spectator 
spouse 
spy 
stranger 
student 
stuffed shirt 
swinger 
teacher 
teenager 
tour group 
tourist 
viewer 
voyeur 
Walter Mitty 
wet blanket 
windbag 
winner 
workaholic 
writer 
zoo animal 

    retirement 
    retirement 
    retirement home 
  health 
treatments/hospitals/caregive
rs [Supplies/Equipment] 
Ace bandage 
adhesive tape 
adjustable bed 
antiseptic 
apothecary jar 
applicator 
artificial artery 
artificial blood 
artificial body organ 
artificial heart 
artificial heart valve 
artificial joint 
artificial knee or hip 
artificial larynx 
artificial skin 
aspirator 
astringent 
atomizer 
bandage (covering for wound) 
Band-Aid 
beaker 
bedpan 
beeper 
blanket 
blood pressure cuff 
blood-pressure kit 
boric acid 
bottled water 
bronchoscope 
cardiac monitor 
catch basin 
catheter 
CAT scanner 

chemical 
computer 
cot 
cotton ball 
cotton batting 
cotton swab 
curtain around a hospital bed 
cystoscope 
decompression chamber 
defibrillator 
denatured alcohol 
disinfectant 
dispenser (gravity-assisted) 
doctor's black bag 
doctor's weighing scale 
doctor's white coat 
douche bag 
dressing (bandage) 
elastic hosiery 
electric massager 
electrocardiograph 
electroencephalograph 
electrohydraulic person-lift 
endoscope 
enema bag 
ethylene 
examination table with 
stirrups 
eyecup 
eyedropper 
eye patch 
filter (thing) 
finger cot (finger glove) 
first-aid kit 
flashlight 
foot massager (roller/electric) 
forceps 
gauze 
gloves 
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heart-lung machine 
heating pad 
heat lamp 
hemostat (blood flow stopper) 
hernia truss 
hospital bed 
hospital gown 
hot-water bottle 
humidifier 
hydrogen peroxide 
hypodermic needle 
ice 
ice pack (ice bag) 
implant (inserted device) 
incubator 
inhalator 
iodine (antiseptic) 
ionizer 
iron lung 
IV bottle or bag 
IV drip (IV fluid) 
IV tube 
Jacuzzi (whirlpool bath) 
lancet (small surgical knife) 
laryngoscope 
laser 
life-support system 
litmus paper 
massager 
medical equipment 
medical supplies 
medicine bottle 
medicine dropper 
methylene blue 
microrobot 
microscope 
mineral salt 
moleskin 
mortar and pestle 

nasogastric tube 
neutralizer 
operating table 
ophthalmoscope 
orthopedic collar 
otoscope 
oxygen (colorless gas) 
oxygen tent 
pacemaker 
paper hospital gown 
pessary (vaginal device) 
petroleum jelly 
pharmacopeia 
physician's bag 
pillbox (container) 
pipette 
plasma (liquid part of 
blood/lymph) 
plaster cast 
prescription pad 
probe (tool/surgical 
instrument) 
protective clothing 
Q-tips 
radioiodine 
reflex hammer (physician's 
tool) 
respirator (breathing 
apparatus) 
resuscitator 
retractor (surgical instrument) 
rubber bedsheet 
rubber gloves 
rubber hammer 
rubbing alcohol 
saline solution 
scalpel 
scissors 
sigmoidoscope 

sling (bandage for injured 
arm/hand) 
snakebite kit 
spirometer 
splint (device for setting 
bones) 
sponge (thing) 
sterilizer 
stethoscope 
stomach pump 
stomach tube 
straitjacket 
stretcher 
surgeon's cap 
surgical drill 
surgical gloves 
surgical instruments 
surgical light 
surgical mask 
surgical rubber 
surgical tubing 
suture 
syringe 
temperature chart 
thermometer (measuring 
instrument) 
tongs 
tongue depressor 
tongue scraper 
tool 
tourniquet 
towel 
trephine (circular surgical 
saw) 
uniform (identifying clothing) 
urine specimen container 
vaporizer 
vasodilator 
vial 
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weighing scale 
whirlpool bath 
white uniform 
X-ray machine 
X-ray shield 
  health 
treatments/hospitals/caregive
rs [Verbs] 
admit to a hospital 
advise 
affect (influence/change) 
aid (assist/help) 
alleviate 
amputate 
anesthetize 
anoint the sick 
apply 
apply pressure to stop 
bleeding 
assist 
authorize 
bathe 
bind 
bite the bullet 
bleed 
bring flowers 
call the doctor 
care for (provide) 
cauterize 
change for the better 
change for the worse 
check (review/inspect) 
check in 
check out (leave) 
clamp (vs. suture) an incision 
clean (remove dirt/make 
clean) 
clear up 
commit to a mental institution 

confine 
consult 
convalesce 
cool a fevered brow 
counteract 
cure (restore to health) 
cut (verb) 
dab 
decontaminate 
delouse 
determine blood type 
detoxify 
dial 911 (emergency) 
die (expire) 
die during surgery 
die while waiting for suitable 
transplant 
dilate 
dilute 
disconnect life-support system 
discourage 
disinfect 
disobey the doctor's orders 
dispose of 
disregard 
disrobe 
dissolve (become liquid) 
donate blood 
douche 
drain (verb) 
draw blood 
drink 
eat 
elevate 
eliminate the cause 
empty a bedpan 
encapsulate 
encourage 
enter a hospital 

enter a program 
enter the bloodstream 
eradicate 
examine 
exercise 
experiment (try/test) 
extract (verb) 
fall in love with your 
nurse/doctor 
fast (abstain from food) 
fear (be afraid of) 
feed a patient 
follow up on 
force fluids 
forget to take your medicine 
gag (choke) 
gain weight 
gargle 
get a taste of your own 
medicine 
go back to work 
go under the knife 
graft (attach) 
hang on to life 
heal 
hear while under anesthesia 
help 
hospitalize 
hurt (verb) 
hypnotize 
immobilize 
implant (verb) 
improve 
incubate 
insert 
inspect 
irrigate (flush body part with 
water) 
keep an appointment 
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kick a habit 
lance a boil or cyst 
learn 
leave against medical advice 
(ama) 
lick your wounds 
lie down 
lie in traction 
listen 
lose weight 
make a fist to extend a vein 
make a mistake 
make the rounds 
massage (verb) 
measure (test/evaluate) 
mend 
misdiagnose 
mislabel 
mix 
monitor (watch/check 
on/regulate) 
neutralize 
nurse back to health 
overdose 
palpitate 
pay at time of service 
play doctor 
prick (pierce) 
probe (verb) 
prolong 
prolong the agony 
prop up 
protect 
pull through 
pump out the stomach 
quarantine 
raise public awareness 
ration health care 
reattach a severed appendage 

receive an injection 
recover from an illness 
recuperate 
refer to a specialist 
refuse medical treatment 
regain health, strength 
regenerate a body part 
rehabilitate 
rehydrate 
rejuvenate 
relax 
release from a hospital 
relieve 
remove 
remove bandages 
repair 
rescue 
resuscitate 
revive 
rub 
rub a person's back 
run for help 
sanitize 
save a life 
search for a donor 
sell a vital organ 
send for help 
set a broken bone 
shave patient before 
operation 
sign a release form 
slap a person on the back 
sleep 
sleep through the night 
soak 
soothe 
specialize 
squeeze air from a syringe 
stabilize 

start (begin) 
stay at home 
stay indoors 
stay in shape 
sterilize (sanitize/clean) 
stop 
stop smoking 
suck a snake-bite wound 
sue 
suppress a cough 
survive 
swallow (verb) 
take a deep breath 
take a pill 
take care of 
take chicken soup to a sick 
friend 
take it easy 
take precautions 
take the waters 
tap (remove fluid) 
test your reflexes 
touch (verb) 
tranquilize 
turn the corner 
vaccinate 
visit the sick 
visualize 
volunteer (verb) 
wait 
wait in doctor's office 
wait naked in an examination 
room 
walk away from a nursing 
home 
walk on a person's back 
walk with an IV tube attached 
warn 
wash (clean) 
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wash hands 
watch over someone 
wrap in a blanket 
  business/industry 
[Abstractions/Intangibles] 
  health 
treatments/hospitals/caregive
rs [Verbs] 
  health 
treatments/hospitals/caregive
rs [Abstractions/Intangibles] 
abracadabra 
addiction 
aid (financial assistance) 
amount 
amount of exposure to X-rays 
amputee shoe club 
ancient medical practice 
anxiety 
apothecaries' measure 
apothecaries' weight 
apprehension 
baseline data 
bedside manner 
bedspace (number of beds) 
bioethics 
blood count 
blood group system (ABO) 
blood pressure 
(systolic/diastolic) 
blood pressure when prone or 
seated 
body temperature 
boredom 
brand name 
burnout 
business 
buzz (substance-induced 
euphoria) 

case history 
caseload 
cause of death 
choice 
Christian Science (religion) 
clean bill of health 
compensation (payment) 
complication 
confidence 
cost 
critical condition 
cultural tradition 
cure (restorative) 
cure for baldness 
decision 
dedication (commitment) 
developmental stages 
diagnosis 
diet (plan) 
dietary guidelines 
divided opinion 
doctor joke 
doctor-patient relationship 
dosage 
dread (apprehension/terror) 
effect 
emergency telephone number 
emotions (feelings) 
empathy 
ethics 
expiration date 
fad 
failure 
faith 
false-positive test result 
false test result 
fear (emotion) 
fee 
folklore 

Geneva Convention (int'l 
agreement) 
good news 
group insurance (health/life) 
hangover cure 
healing power 
healing power of hope 
healing power of humor 
healing power of love 
health 
health benefits 
health club 
healthful effect of pet 
ownership 
health insurance 
health maintenance 
organization (HMO) 
Hippocratic oath 
hope 
hospital rules 
humor 
hypersensitivity to a drug 
incubation period 
indignity 
insurance 
insurance costs 
isolation 
joke 
lack of communication 
lack of privacy 
Lamaze method of childbirth 
licensing board 
long-term effects 
malpractice insurance 
Medicaid 
medical advice 
medical ethics 
medical history 
medical insurance 
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medical school humor 
medical science 
Medicare 
medicine shortage 
mind, body, and spirit 
moist heat 
morale 
national health plan 
new lease on life 
nutrition 
office hours 
old age 
old wives' tale 
opinion 
organ compatibility 
pain threshold 
panacea 
patient's medical history 
patient's role in healing 
process 
personal hygiene 
pharmaceutical company 
pharmaceuticals industry 
physical appearance 
physical condition 
physical fitness 
placebo effect (power of 
suggestion) 
poor health 
power of attorney 
power of positive/negative 
thinking 
prayer 
precaution 
pre-paid health plan 
prevention program 
procedure 
professional courtesy 
professional standards 

prognosis 
prospects 
(chances/expectations) 
protocol (medical treatment 
plan) 
psychology 
quarantine period 
RDA (recommended daily 
allowance) 
red tape 
regimen 
religion 
remedy 
residual effect 
responsibility 
result 
risk (danger) 
safety program 
science 
second opinion 
sense of urgency 
sexuality 
sick joke 
sick-room smell 
side effect 
skill 
sobriety 
Social Security program 
state department of health 
statistics 
success 
superstition 
surgical complications 
taste of one's own medicine, a 
technique 
technology 
test result:  negative 
test result:  positive 
thanatology 

third-party insurance coverage 
tolerance level 
trend 
ultrasound 
visiting hours 
vital signs 
weight 
wheelchair access 
will to live 
 


